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Cities matter to the UK economy 



But the 20th century saw huge change… 



…which has shifted the role of cities 



Today geography of knowledge shows a 
distinct southern bias 



Home to largest concentrations of jobs 



National recovery has been led by cities 



Most of UK’s large cities punch well below 
their weight 



The devolution bill and 
the Northern 
Powerhouse 



The rising tide of devolution in the UK 



Yet the UK remains highly centralised 



The Cities and Local Government 
Devolution Act 

 

• Enabling legislation that allows for expanded combined 
authorities and directly elected Mayors 

 

• Could be law by the end of 2015 

 

• Will apply to all parts of England and Wales, but nature of 
deals determined by cities and, crucially, George Osborne 

 

 



Increasing importance given to 
Combined Authorities 

Powers & Functions 

• Public transport network (strategy)   

• Skills 

• Business support  

• Inward investment 

 

Funding 

• Transport: levy its local authorities and 
able to borrow 

• Operating costs: met by local authorities 



Greater Manchester Devolution 



What is the Northern Powerhouse? 

 

• Political shorthand to allow the Government to make 
tangible their programme to “rebalance” the economy 

 

• A genuine acknowledgement that boosting agglomerations 
in the North will be key to future of the region 

 

• A loose framework for specific infrastructure investments 
to be delivered through the course of this Parliament 

 

 



What the Northern Powerhouse is not 

 

• A single functional economic area 

 

 

• A single political geography  

 

 

• A comprehensive, coherent policy programme 

 

 

 



What is the Northern Powerhouse? 



Implications of these 
changes and initiatives 



Implications 

 

• Changes are likely to be slow to become visible, but long 
term and significant 

 

• Devolution will be uneven, with different places moving at 
different speeds 

 

• More city-region control should lead to better planning, 
transport, housing and economic development policy 

 

 



By 2020? 

 

• A few Metro-Mayors 

 

• Many more combined authorities 

 

• Devolution agenda will focus on fiscal 
issues 
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