


We have over 600 members, transforming 

lives in communities right across the country
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Members Map



About Locality

• Grants to organisations

• Sponsors or undertakes research

• Acts as an umbrella or resource 
body

• Advice Services: Governance, 
Business Planning, Financial 
Resilience, Marketing and 
Communications, Ownership and 
Management of Assets, Community 
Led Housing, Community 
Engagement and Impact 
Assessment 
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What we do – some examples of 

our programmes

• Building Community-Led Homes - Early 

Stage Support programme

• Save Our Spaces From Extinction

• Keep it Local

• Neighbourhood Planning

4



The Neighbourhood Planning 

programme: what's on offer?
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• £31 million in funding 2018-22 

• Support for groups bringing forward 

neighbourhood plans and 

NDOs/CRtBOs

• Grant support

• Technical support

• Toolkits and case studies

• Advice service

• Quarterly newsletter



Neighbourhood Planning

• Across the country over 2800 neighbourhood 

areas have been designated.

• Over 800 plans have passed referendum and 

come into force.

• Only 11 plans have failed to meet the basic 

conditions at examination without being re-

examined

• Just 7 plans have received a majority ‘no’ vote 

at referendum. 
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What are the issues we are most 

concerned about?
• Strategies that overly focus on the south of England

• Rebalancing the economy

• High level housing inflation and overheating in some areas -

prices that outstrip income

• Peoples’ housing needs not being addressed – larger houses 

are more profitable for developers in some areas whilst 

smaller flats in others

• Housing needs for low income not being met – insufficient 

social housing for rent

• Design quality of housing 

• Overall housing delivery - completions

• Community facilities not being provided in conjunction with 

housing or being an afterthought

• Climate change
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What we would like to see in the 

Government’s White Paper

• Affordable housing requirements that can be adapted to local 

conditions/contexts

• Construction of housing that actually meets communities’ needs

• Sufficient delivery of housing for rent for low income groups 

• More joined up and about wider thinking in places - how this marries with 

the ambition for communities to develop ‘things’ locally, housing, 

enterprises, assets

• Thought given to the implementation of neighbourhood plans

• Encouraging local councils to build the housing they need 

• More money for local authorities and access to finance 

• More support for community-led development and house-building by 

communities – brought forward by Town and Parish councils, 

neighbourhood forums and community groups 

• Minimum standards for permitted development residential conversions to 

ensure they are good quality homes
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What are the benefits of community-led 

development?
• Certainty that development will be delivered

• Removes conflict 

• Development is supported and wanted by the community, for example 
NDOs/CRtBOs must be successful at a referendum to proceed

• Can reflect the needs of residents on housing type and mix – provides 
housing that is not being delivered by private developers 

• A development can also provide other facilities such as green space 
and community facilities that are wanted by communities 

• Deliver beneficial development whilst making sure that harmful and 
unsustainable development may not take place. As an example, 
applying conditions or limitations to an NDO can be a way of securing 
good design quality 

• CRtBOs – ensure that any proceeds from the development are used for 
community benefit and have the potential to ensure that properties 
remain available for rent (removing enfranchisement rights)
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Newport Pagnell 

Neighbourhood Plan

• Population 16,000

• Significant pressure on public services and the 

primary school

• Core Strategy identified 400 new homes

• NP consulted and identified a site and 

possibility for 1400 new homes

• Built new shopping centre, health centre, 

school.

• 82% yes vote. 
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CRtBO Case Study: Atmos Totnes, South 

Devon

• Group wanted to reinvigorate a derelict site, and re-provide 

employment that was lost when the site closed in 2007. Housing 

affordability was also a concern

• Atmos Totnes is a project by the Totnes Community Development 

Society

• Site is the former Totnes Creamery covers 3.5 hectares and is 

located immediately to the north of Totnes railway station

• 62 affordable houses (held affordable in perpetuity), 37 houses for  

those aged over 55, 7,051 square metres of workspace, A 58-bed 

hotel, An energy centre, A community venue, Youth provision, Health 

facilities, Integrated sustainable transport plan
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NDO Case Study: Broughton, Kettering

• Not delivering a full spectrum of housing size and that there is 

an evidenced need for smaller properties of 1 and 2 bedrooms

• Involved the redevelopment of BT Exchange site

• The NDO states that the development of this site must observe 

the principle for development of 1 or 2 bedroom properties

• The NDO sets design principles for good design – e.g. ‘The 

Church Street frontage will be built with ironstone or be 

predominantly ironstone featured with heritage style red brick 

providing the opportunity to enhance and align with the core 

heritage of the immediately adjacent conservation area.’
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Thank you!
WWW.NEIGHBOURHOODPLANNING.ORG

WWW.LOCALITY.ORG.UK
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http://www.neighbourhoodplanning.org/
http://www.locality.org.uk/

